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fail to take in the special meaning of words long after the 
activity which caused the thought and the words has ceased. 
If we ask a man if he believes in God and Christianity, we get 
his answer Yes or No more or less qualified. If he believe in 
God, we find he believes in a God no one else believes in. 
This is very little to discover ; but after all we are very seldom 
much more certain than this. Even if we associate with some 
men from day to day, we are not able to find out what they 
really believe. 

The Convention here adjourned till 3 p. m. and about a 
hundred of its members met at the St. James Hotel to partake 
of the luncheon which had been noted on the program. This 
luncheon was prolonged considerably over the hour of meeting 
and about 3.30 p. m. the session was called to order by the 
President, when Professor O. B. Super (Dickinson College) 
opened the reading with a paper on 

4. " Some Disputed Points in the Pronunciation of German."* 

Professor Ch. F. Kroeh (Stevens' Institute) began the dis- 
cussion by saying ; 

An investigation of this kind has two objects : in the first 
place, as directly helpful in class-room work ; and secondly for 
the purpose of phonetic research. In regard to the class-room, 
it seems to me the opinion of an educated native would be 
enough. The diflferences are not so very great. A native 
German's usefulness as a teacher need not be denied for the 
reason that we can tell by his pronunciation just what part of 
the country he comes from. In the secoHd place, it is an im- 
portant thing for the teacher to make up his mind which is the 
pronunciation to teach. I agree with the general drift of the 
speaker's remarks. But I should add that I don't think any 
one part of Germany is entitled to a monopoly ; there is no 
section which could establish a German Academy. Yet take 
the Germans from different sections and hear them talk ; we 
find the points on which they differ are very small. The ques- 
tions in this paper only amount to four or five. If we have 
adopted any one of the different pronunciations, we may 
explain the variations to our pupils, for the sake of understand- 
ing the language wherever they may go in Germany. And a 

*Cf. " Transactions " pp. 74-82. for full paper. 
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teacher need not hesitate in holding to a pronunciation which 
he has received from a liberal and cultured gentleman. 

Professor Adolph Gerber (Earlham College) : I agree with 
Professor Super in regard to st and sp, although I am from 
Schleswig-Holstein; and in regard to the pronunciation of;^. 
But I do not agree with him when he says the language of 
Hanover is behind that of Saxony. Most Saxons beyond 
Leipsic cannot distinguish between voiced and voiceless con- 
sonants. I do not think it is a mere accident that Hanover 
enjoys a good reputation. 

Professor Super : Of course, I spoke of an ideal teacher 
when I asked for a pronunciation which would not reveal to us 
what section a man came from. 

Professor Paul F. Rohrbacher (Western University of 
Pennsylvania) : I am a South German, and, Mr. President, 1 
recognize the fact that life is short. The Germans are united on 
two things : they must die some day, and they like beer. I tell 
my students that their chances in life are not ruined by a few 
differences in pronunciation. I saw in my life one man who 
had acquired the pronunciation of w. I never got it ; and I bow 
to him. I give German instruction to my pupils. They pay 
their money and they must get their German, and it don't make 
much difference whether they say w or v. (Merriment.) 

Professor Alcee Fortier (Tulane University) then pre- 
sented a communication on 

5. " French Literature in Louisiana."* 

The discussion was here opened by Professor Edw. S. 
JOYNES (South Carolina College) : I am quite unable to 
discuss the subject-matter of the paper. All the facts there 
stated were new to me ; and, I venture to say, new to this en- 
lightened audience. They impressed me very much. How 
swiftly the records of the beautifiil and the true are swept away 
into oblivion unless rescued by the enthusiasm and labor of 
scholars ! And I thought how fitting it is that our young 
professor should be here holding up before us the memory of 
the good and brave people of his State. And as a Southern 
man I feel a pride that we have in that State a University whose 

*Cf. '* Transactions," pp. 31-60, for the full paper. 



